Human Trafficking In
Texas: A Legisiative
Response to New
Challenges



Nationwide Overview

As off 2006,

& 2/ States have criminalized trafficking

¢ 10 States have created statewide
Interagency task forces

o Recent Poll by Center Eor Wemen Policy,
Studies estimates that

— 65% believe that states should act to combat
trafficking

— V2% believe the iederal gevemment sheuld
aCl:

— 23% are aware of the issue and state
legisiatien



The Scope of Human Trafficking In
Texas

¢ Texas Is a major hub for human trafficking,
ranking 2nd only te Califernia

¢ |-10 has been designated! as the main route
for traffickers by the Department off Justice

¢ Houston IS considered a main trafficking Auio
City, and a major destination; er traffiiCikers

¢ In 2001, areund 3,600 victims has; Been
located Iin Texas

9 he Znditargest: trahfickingr vust i US HISterRy,
eecuUred N Feusten



Four Myths about Human Trafficking

¢ Myth 1: Slavery ended hundreds of
year ago

» Myth 2: Trafficking Reguires
transpoertation acress borders

o Viythr S Eorce or confinement: must
pPe Invelved

9 ViytRr4z RIS 1S a preklemi in fereign
counbtFes, noet iR the US



An Overview of State Initiatives

Historical Overview

Anti-Human Trafficking| Act ofi 2003

¢ Established the first definition; off Human
Iraificking for lexas

¢ Created an ofienserior IHuman Iiaficking

¢ Provided penalties ior these Whe! trafiicked
chllarenti28erouRGEr



80th Legislative Session
2007




Changes to Definition

+ Helping Prosecutors (SB 1283)

Issue

— Current State definrtion of trafficking was flawed
— Result was there had been| zero presecutions of;
traffickers at the state level
Selution

— he term “lraffic® IS noel lenger dependent: en| the
element el “transport:; =

— The term "forced labor or services" now includes

the use oif threats against a Victin o fiaumaily/
MEMBENR Gff 2 VICTIm

— Relbdes and clagiies thendea oif-ExerngrEmancial
Conitrel BVer a ViICHn



Trafficking Offense Reforms
+ Perpetrators (SB 1283)

Issue:

— Cuient statutes tanget enly the traffickers anad
fall ternclude these Whoe: harkoer VICtims

Selution:

— NEW pleVIsIons targel these Whe naintaiin o
RErEN VICHMS, NOL [USE the: tranSposters

—AlSE) there are greaier penaliies o SeEVere
ieIMS Gl tEAICKIRG WhHEKE thEe VICHITNS
VoURCERIZRMIGN/EaNS 0]



Outreach Provisions

¢ Provisions Passed in the 80th Session:
SB 1287, SB 1288, HB 1121

— FACITE Victims are often identified by,
CommuURItYy MEemIBEers

— LEGISLATIVE ACTION:

— Bars, Liguer Steres, and Aduli
Eptertainment VeERUes must pest: the
naticnally/ recegnized Covenanit IHeuse
IHetline

—Certan Hotel and tedainar Estanlishments
WillFalse pest ther iHetline



Judicial Findings

¢ Issue: Fear of Retribution causes many victims
o not aid In the: prosecution| of their penpetrators

¢ Solution: HB 1121 Anchial’ \VVan de Putte

— Essentially, thiS provisioniserves asian InCentive: for:
VICtims teraid in: the: prosecution; or thelr trafficker

— Jucge willfee reguired terssue ajudicial finaing thaat
e PERSeNIIS 2 VICHN Gff i SEVEre o)) ol tiailicking

= pRdimsmISHndinofcanENISEU asiSUpporiing

docUmEntateRNn aVICHMS CASE o 2CCESsINg ederal
BERETSIaRE CENAIRNISAS



Funding for Programs Assisting
Victims
¢ Funding Opportunities thru HB 1751

Grants from
- The Attermey General

- [he llexas Depanment of State Health
SEnVICes

- Jhe Office of the Governor
=0)f

- Mprevine pregrams thal assISkEVICHRIS Wit
mentaiealir SENICES and pPresecuiemhal
ASSISIANCE



Study on Human Trafficking

¢ The Atterney General inf Consultation with the
Health and Human Senvices Commission will
ieport by Septemper 1, 2008:

— How: existing lawsi address oJ fall ter address, the
needs off Victims

— [How: existing seclal seivice pregrams address or fiall
16 address; the Needs; ol VICHms

— HeW existing|Secial Seivice: programsrandiederally,
iUREECNVICHMS Programs Wolk tegetner termeet tne
NEEUS GIRVICHIMS

—VakeNeCOmMMERNC ARSI CRNIIBW IGHITIPIGVE Gl EACH
Eniraneye



Goals for the 81st LLegislative
Session and Expectations

¢ Goals

— [Legislation aimed at peace officer
training

— Improvements to existing code hased
R REW iRdIRgs

¢ EUbure Expectations
— |nRcreased presecllion off PErpPetratiors
— [mpreved ACCESS Lol Seclall SERVICES o)
ViCtas
— United; statewide: effiertsrtercemhat
trafficking



Partners

& Partners in Drafting Legislation for 80th Session
— Children at Risk ofi Houston, TX
— Houston Rescue and Restore Coalition
— University: oft IHousten [Law: Clinic
— [exas Catholic Conierence
— Concemed \Woemen e Amenca
— Bexar County, ShenriiiFs Department
—iexas Policer Chielrs Asseciation
— Hais County’ DIStict AteEY S @iiice



Questions and Answers



http://senweb/contact/tutorial/DSC_0100?full=1
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